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Agenda
• Introduction
• Introduction to the IMarEST
• Special Interest Groups (SIGs)
• Marine Mammal SIG
• Marine Mammal Career Matrix
• Professional Accreditations
• Early Career Associates



Introduction
• Senior Offshore Ecology Coordinator & Marine Mammal 

Specialist – ESB
• Co-Chair Marine Mammal SIG (IMarEST) 
• UN Ocean Decade Ambassador -IMarEST
• Chartered Scientist – Science Council
• Chartered Marine Scientist - IMarEST
• Co-Founding Director – Whalefish
• Chair MMOA Executive Committee 2016-2021
• Advanced Marine Mammal Medic (BDMLR) 
• Large Whale Disentanglement Responder 
• 20+ Years field experience with marine mammals & 

megafauna research, mitigation, rescue, rehab & 
environmental management.

• 55+ projects working with marine megafauna
• ~3000 at Sea/Field days



Professional Institutes 
A professional institution, also known as a professional association,
professional body, or professional society, is a organisation that helps
promote and develop a career and the people who practice in it.

Professional institutions can:

Set standards
• Develop and maintain industry expectations, including codes of

conducts, academic accreditations,, and chartership
Provide resources
• Offer continuing education courses, industry publications, and

networking opportunities
• Special Interest Groups
• CPD Tracking
Overseemembers
• Monitor the knowledge, skills, conduct, and practice of their

members
Operate by peer review
• Assess the competence of other individuals through groups of

members with expertise in a particular area

Examples of some professional institutions include:

• The Institute of Marine Engineering, Science and Technolgy
• The Royal Society of Biology
• Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management
• British Ecological Society
• Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management
• Marine Biological Association

Most offer complimentary student memberships. 
Highly Recommend to join! 



The Institute of Marine Engineering, Science and Technology (IMarEST) is a
registered charity and the international professional body and learned society for
all marine professionals in over 120 countries.

The largest marine organisation of its kind and the first Institute to bring together
over 12,500 marine engineers, scientists and technologists into one international
multi-disciplinary professional body.

We promote the development of marine engineering, science and technology,
providing opportunities for the exchange of ideas and practices and uphold the
safety, status, standards and knowledge of marine professionals worldwide, and
a representation channel to regulatory bodies.

Introducing the IMarEST







MMSIG
• Founded in 2020 
• 17 Active Committee Members 
• >350 Corresponding Members
• Promoting knowledge exchange, fostering collaborative partnerships, 

capacity building and advocating advancements in marine mammal 
science, business, conservation, monitoring, and mitigation through:

o Science communications articles
o Career matrix
o Webinars
o Workshops
o University guest lectures
o Mainstream news outlet contributions
o UN Decade of Ocean Science and sustainability contributions 
o Partnered with Defra mNCEA – Marine Mammal Monitoring 

Innovation project









Bursaries & Funding
We are committed to
supporting lifelong learning,
rewarding both those starting
out in their careers and those at
the cutting edge of new
developments.

• David Henderson Inspiring Journey

• Bil Loth Ocean Decade

• Stanley Gray Fellowship

• Lady Hamlyn Award

• Laurie Prandolini Research 

Fellowship

• Student Bursaries

• MMOA Bursary for Aspiring Marine 

Mammal Observers

• Kevin Tester Award

www.imarest.org/education-and-training/awards

https://www.imarest.org/education-and-training/awards/david-henderson-inspiring-journey.html
https://www.imarest.org/education-and-training/awards/bil-loth-ocean-decade.html
https://www.imarest.org/education-and-training/awards/stanley-gray-fellowship.html
https://www.imarest.org/education-and-training/awards/lady-hamlyn-award.html
https://www.imarest.org/education-and-training/awards/laurie-prandolini.html
https://www.imarest.org/education-and-training/awards/laurie-prandolini.html
https://www.imarest.org/education-and-training/awards/student-bursaries.html
https://www.imarest.org/education-and-training/awards/mmoa-bursary.html
https://www.imarest.org/education-and-training/awards/mmoa-bursary.html
https://www.imarest.org/education-and-training/awards/kevin-tester.html


IMarEST Marine Jobs
Helping you find your ideal role in 
marine engineering, science & 
technology. 

Whether you want to advance your 
career, or are looking to recruit 
talented team members, Marine 
Jobs is your go-to destination. 





Thank you
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